
                                                                                                                             
CONNECTICUT  
FAMILY PHYSICIAN 

Vol. 17 • Issue 3• June 2017 

A Publication of  
the Connecticut  

Academy of  
Family Physicians 

“After working in private 

practice for 5 years, he 

returned to UCONN as core 

faculty in 2008.”  

Family Physician Criticizes       
Plan to Slash College Aid 

    Edmund Kim, MD, has been 
named the new Family Medicine 
Residency program director (PD). 
After 12 years of service as 
UCONN/St Francis Family Medicine 
PD, Eugene Orientale, MD has asked 
to step down from the position, so he 
can apply his advanced knowledge, 
skills and experience to other pur-
suits within the department. He will 
continue as Professor of Family 
Medicine while Dr. Kim will assume 
the PD position at the end of the 
academic year. The transition will 
begin on Monday, April 3rd, where-
upon Smriti Ohri, MD will begin as 
Acting Medical Director of the Fami-
ly Medicine Center at Asylum Hill 
while we recruit another FMC Medi-
cal Director. 
     
    Dr. Kim attained his medical doc-
torate from the University of Con-
necticut School of Medicine in 2000, 
followed by family medicine resi-
dency at Asylum Hill where he was 
appointed chief resident. After work-
ing in private practice for 5 years, he 
returned to UCONN as core faculty 
in 2008. He served as Assistant Pro-
gram Director, and since 2013 as 
Medical Director of the Family Med-
icine Center at Asylum Hill FMC, 
which is the resident and faculty 
joint practice on Woodland Street 
across from the hospital. There he 
fundamentally transformed the FMC, 
putting systems in place to put the 
practice on a solid footing, and has 
lead the development and training in 
team-based care. He also provides 
outpatient and inpatient direct patient 
care and teaching, and is a hospice 
medical director for Masonicare 
Partners Home Health and Hospice. 
     
    Dr. Kim is known around our 
institutions as a highly dedicated and 
hardworking individual, an astute 
clinician and very skilled educator. 
He also has a light-hearted and amia-
ble demeanor, and is committed to 
the UCONN/St Francis Dept. of 
Family Medicine. 

her residency at Middlesex Hospi-
tal, will still be able to participate, 
but said she worries other medical 
students won't pursue family medi-
cine — a lower-paying specialty — 
if the loan program, which currently 
has more than 550,000 participants, 
is eliminated. 
   
  "I fear if this program is taken 
away it will discourage others from 
going into primary care and  
with the [doctor] shortage we al-
ready have this will be detrimental 
to the health of our American citi-
zens," she recently at a press confer-
ence at the Legislative Office Build-
ing. 

“He also provides outpatient 

and inpatient direct patient 

care and teaching, and is a 

hospice medical director for 

Masonicare Partners Home 

Health and Hospice.” 

 

CAFP Mission Statement 

The mission of CAFP is to promote excellence in health care  

and to improve the health of people of Connecticut through         

the advancement of the art and science of Family Medicine,         

the specialty of Family Medicine and the professional              

growth of Family Physicians. 

Dr. Kim Named 
Residency Director 
By Montgomery Douglas, MD  

    Dr. Katherine Marcello chose a 
career in family medicine in large 
part due to a federal program that 
will allow her to waive a substan-
tial portion of the more than 
$300,000 in student loan debt she 
has accumulated. 
     
But President Donald Trump's pro-
posed budget would end the Public 
Service Loan Forgiveness Program, 
where borrowers make 10 years of 
payments and then have the rest of 
their debt written off if they pursue 
a career in government or working 
for a nonprofit. 
     
Dr. Marcello, who grew up in West 
Haven and is in the third year of  

U.S. Rep. Joe Courtney, right, and Dr. Katherine Marcello discussed the 

President’s budget cuts which impact Family Practice education.  

Editor’s Note: Story was part of the HARTFORD COURTANT coverage of 

the press conference. 
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and ran for the office of co-convener 
for the Minority Constituency. 
    By the end of the conference, I 
had been elected as co-convener and 
an alternate delegate for the 2017 
AAFP Congress of Delegates. 
    I am thankful for the opportunity 
the AAFP leadership Conference 
provided for me to learn and become 
a participant as an advocate for is-
sues concerning Family Medicine 
and the communities around the 
country which we serve.   
    I look forward to continuing my 
journey of service and I can’t wait 
for next year’s conference!! 

    I was very impressed with the 
AAFP Leadership Conference in 
Kansas City. I have been a practic-
ing physician for the past 22 years. 
During that time I rarely lifted my 
head out of the sand of seeing pa-
tients, dealing with insurance com-
panies, keeping up with CME, and 
raising my family. Although I have 
observed how Family Practice has 
had a positive impact on the health 
needs of Americans, I never really 
thought much about how some of 
those changes actually came to pass 
politically. 
    When I arrived at the conference 
I sensed that something was differ-
ent from my usual CME confer-
ences. As I was registering, I no-
ticed the special interest groups 
around me. They were all Family 
Medicine related and there were no 
“Drug Reps”! I stopped at the Fam 
Med PAC booth where I learned, 
for the first time, how we could 
communicate and educate our leg-
islators as to the health concerns of 
our communities and areas of inter-
est to Family Physicians.   
    Next, I spent time attending  
teaching sessions and discussions 
with my constituency group 

(Minority Constituency). I learned 
how to formulate a resolution and 
debate issues we may wish to bring to 
our legislators in the future.  
    It was refreshing to see so many 
physicians working together during 
the parliamentary procedures and 
business sessions. People were ex-
pressing contrary opinions at times 
but within an atmosphere of       
mutual respect. 
    I decided at that point that I would 
like to contribute to the cause of Fam-
ily Practice in this manner. I filled out 
my application, submitted my resume  

Personal Views from the 2017 AAFP Leadership Conference  
by Harold Phillips Jr., M.D. 

“When I arrived at the 

conference I sensed that 

something was different from 

my usual CME conferences.  

As I was registering, I 

noticed the special interest 

groups around me.”  

Advocacy Summit Proves Informative By Katherine Marcello, M.D 

   Thanks to the generosity of the 
CAFP chapter and national AAFP 
chapter, I was able to attend the  
Family Medicine Advocacy Summit 
with two of my attendings Dr. Dome-
nic Casablanca and Dr. Emmanuel 
Kenta-Bibi as well as Dr. Stacy Tay-
lor and Dr. Sabesan Karuppiah. We 
lobbied to protect health care cover-
age, support teaching health center 
graduate medical education funding, 
and endorse the primary care caucus.  

     It was an exhilarating experience 
lobbying on Capitol Hill. The amount 
of excitement and rejuvenating ener-  

gy that I felt that day was more than 
I could have expected. I felt proud 
to be exercising my civic duty ad-
vocating for my patients on a higher 
level and contributing to change 
that is greater than the day to day 
impact I have on individual pa-
tients’ lives.      
    While I treasure my time and 
connection with each and every one 
of my patients, the frustrations I 
feel in the current health-care sys-
tem and the impact it has on my 
colleagues and patients has instilled 
in me a desire to advocate for  

Editor’s Note: Dr. Phillips, a member of the CAFP Board, was a minority delegate to the Conference and was 
elected an alternate delegate for Special Constituencies to the 2017 AAFP Congress of Delegates to be held in 
San Antonio, TX in September. 

Editor’s Note: Dr. Marcello is a 3rd year family Medicine Resident at Middlesex Hospital. 

Drs: Domenic Casablanca,    
Emmanuel Kenta-Bibi, Stacy 
Taylor, Kate Marcello who is a 
resident at the Middlesex Family 
Medicine Residency Program 
and Sabesan Karuppiah enjoying 
their time at the Family Medi-
cine Advocacy Summit. 

change and justice. Attending this 
summit felt like my first step on this 
endeavor and certainly will not be my 
last.      
    It was a privilege to speak to our 
lawmakers and their staff alongside 
Dr. Casablanca, Dr. Kenta-Bibi, Dr. 
Taylor, and Dr. Karuppiah; I was in- 
credibly impressed with their poise, 
knowledge, and ability to work as a 
cohesive, supportive, and fun team. I 
hope to have the chance to lobby with 
them again next year as we work to-
wards making our healthcare system 
one that we all deserve. 

Left to Right: Harold Phillips Jr., MD, Amber Cheema, MD, Rochelle Collins, DO, 
and Judy Chiu, DO at the NCCL Conference in Kansas City, April 2017 

“It was an exhilarating 

experience lobbying on 

Capitol Hill. The amount of 

excitement and rejuvenating 

energy that I felt that day was 

more than I could have 

expected.”  
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The Core Content Review of 

Family Medicine is a unique 

resource for family physicians 

who desire a comprehensive, 

practical and affordable  

home-study program for earning CME credit and preparing for 

the Board examination. 

          

                                                                     We are ready                                                                              

                for your Boards.                    

                                                       Are You? 

HOME STUDY BOARD PRE PARATION  

USE IT  ANYWHERE,  ANY TIME,  AT  YOUR    

CON VEN IEN CE.  

•  B o a r d  P r e p a r a t i o n  

•  P a s s  o r  g e t  y o u r  $  b a c k  

•  6 0  H o u r s  o f  C M E  

•  4 5 0  Q u e s t i o n s  

•  F u l l  L e n g t h  D i s c u s s i o n s  

•  6  C l i n i c a l  S c e n a r i o s  

•  4 5  T o p i c  C a t e g o r i e s  

•  I m m e d i a t e  F e e d b a c k  

I prepared for my Board re-cert with Core and got my best Board score ever!             

Even higher than my original certification exam! - Lucy Hornstein, M.D. 
“ 

” 
Developed by the Connecticut and Ohio Academies of Family 

Physicians, Core Content Review is now in its 5th decade 

of providing continuing medical education for thousands 

of family physicians. 

 

All Core Content Review material is peer  

reviewed by a committee of family physicians  

ensuring applicability to current primary care  

To order visit: www.CoreContent.com  

888-343-CORE  

www.CoreContent.com 

mail@CoreContent.com 



Connecticut Family Physician is 

published by the Connecticut Academy 

of Family Physicians (CAFP). Views and 

opinions published in the Connecticut 

Family Physician are not necessarily 

endorsed by the CAFP. 
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2017 Scientific Symposium  

October 18-19, 2017  

Aqua Turf Club | Plantsville, CT 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quality medical education leads to improved patient care.  Two days of 

outstanding lectures and workshops will be presented during the 2017 

CAFP Scientific Symposium. 
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Letters to the Editor 

    Thank you so much for making me aware of this aspect of AAFP. I truly enjoyed the Leadership Confer-
ence. I am looking forward to learning and serving in my new positions. I am grateful for the opportunities 
you and the CAFP have given me over the last 2 years. I also enjoyed getting to know the members of our 
team better over the last few days. We have a great family!! Looking forward to seeing everyone at our next 
meeting.  
 
Harold Phillips Jr., MD  
 
 
    Thank you to the team of family physicians that joined me in Washington for the AAFP Family Medicine 
Advocacy Summit. What a team effort. Thanks also to Mark and Mary for the opportunity to serve our profes-
sion, our state and national academy and above all be our patients voice on the hill.  
 
Emmanuel Kenta-Bibi, MD 
 
 
Dear Rep. Courtney and Maria,  
 
    On behalf of the entire state delegation, we wanted to send a brief note of thanks for hosting us last week at 
your office. We very much appreciated the time you gave us and are thankful to you for hearimg us out and 
supporting our views regarding the American Health Care Act and our concerns about potential funding cuts 
to the Medicaid program, the Teaching Health Center and Student Loan repayment programs.  
     
    We are available if you need one of us at any town hall meetings or to share our stories. We look forward to 
staying in touch throughout the year and seeing you again next time we are in DC. Again, we are happy to 
help you if you need us to help out in spreading the word about Family Medicine in the state, or any comments 
regarding any of the above issues. Please reach out to us! 
 
Domenic W. Casablanca, MD, FAAFP   
 

mailto:Mschuman@ssmgt.com
mailto:Myokose@ssmgt.com

